May: The same kind of phenomena over Russia?

A book on UFO phenomena behind the Iron Curtain cites Felix Zigel, the first serious Russian collector on UFO reports:

”In May 1946 the first accounts were heard of strange, saucer-shaped flying objects appearing at night, the reports coming both from ”experienced” observers like pilots who saw these saucers in the form of ”fire-balls” [the same kind of meteors as seen over Sweden?] during their flights, and also from ”inexperienced people such as farmers and townsfolk who saw them from the ground. Both types of observer mentioned the enormous velocities and accelerations [again: meteors?] of these objects, which were quite unlike anything human beings could simulate in their aircraft built on traditional lines. 

”It is remarkable that Dr. Zigel thus begins the modern UFO period a year or more earlier than the customarily accepted date of 4th June 1947 when the American Kenneth Arnold first noted them [the Arnold sighting took place on June 24]. We think this is correct since in both East and West ”modern” UFOs had been seen already in 1945 and 1946.” 

A figure on the number of reports from Russia, in the Hobana-Weverbergh book, refers to the total number of known cases [by 1972], not the number of reports in 1946. The fifty-one Russian reports listed and detailed in the documentation section of the Hobana-Weverbergh book are from the years 1842-1972. No details are given on 1946 cases, except for the following: 

”...May 1946, [dates] not determined. Zigel...places the beginning of the ”modern” period of UFOlogy in Russia in May 1946: saucer-shaped objects were seen by Soviet citizens and Soviet pilots. The features reported are the same as the typical ones described today.”

Source: Ion Hobana & Julien Weverbergh: UFO´s from behind the Iron Curtain, pages 29 and 279.


